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E live in an Age wherein Revela- 
tion is not only neglected, but by 
the imaginary Learning of ſome, 
and the Careleſſneſs of others; 
treated with great Contempt ; 
while others are halting between 
l IM | God and Baal, and know not 
where to look for Inſtruction or Refuge; nor what, 
or whom to worſhip ; their Minds being con- 
founded with differing Accounts of the great Char- 
ter of Heaven, the Scriptures; and with various 
Expoſitions of it, pick*d up from the Rabbies; and 
recommended to us with great Pomp and Solem- 
nity; though ſo far from ſatisfying the Reader, that 
they will not, in many Inftances; tally with common 
Senſe. Since this is the Caſe, and every one is at 
Liberty to publiſh what he pleaſes, 1 ſhall'make 
N 3 no 
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no Apology for offering to the Publick the follow- 
ing Thoughts, | 

I am very ſorry the Rev. Mr. Jobn Gill has been 
the Occaſion of them; for had he not ſo over-rated 
the Rabbinical Writings; the Talmud particularly, as 

he has done in his Preface to his Comment on the 
New Teſtament, 1 had never thought of publiſh- 
ing this. He there recommends the Talmud as one 
of the beſt Books a Commentator can read; he 
puts it nearly on an Equality, with the Holy Scrip- 
tures; he allo amuſes the World with his Stock of 
Hebrew Learning, and 1s continually puzzling his 
Reader, and afterwards the Text, with Rabbinical 
Quotations; leaving the former diſſatisfied, and 


the latter, frequently, more obſcure than he found 
it 


I wiſh my Author had as much Hebrew Learn- 
ing as he would be thought to have ; for the more 
he has of it, the wiſer Man he wou'd be, and pro- 
bably the more uſeful; becauſe in that Language, 
and in that only, is revealed all that the human 
Mind can take in, concerning this and the other 
World. It contains an infallible Hiſtory of all we 
are concerned to know of TEHOVAH ELA- 
HIM, of the Perſonality, of the Covenant, of what 
was doing before the World began, &c. for the Re- 
demption and Salvation of Men. There theſe Things, 
and all that pertains to our well being here and here- 
after, are recorded, by the infinite Wiſdom of God 
for our Inſtruction. The Accounts found in the 
Hebrew Scripture, are perfect and compleat, and the 
Inſtitution of Chriſtianity entire; and therefore the 
New Teſtament is wrote Hiſtory-wiſe, without one 
new Inſtitution, Precept, or Idea in it. This con- 
tains an Account of what Jeſus Chriſt did; the Old 
TFeſtament of what he was to do, and chat ſuffi- 
ciently plain too, when ſuffered to ſpeak for itſelf, 
_ not tortured with i 2 Syſtems. When 
it 
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C 
it is underſtood, the New Teſtament will be fo too, 
without the Aſſiſtance of 7. argums, Or Talmuds, 


and not before. 


Chriſtianity needs not ſuch Props to ſupport it, 
it will ſtand on its own Bottom; and neither Few, 
Turk, Deiſt, nor Devil, will ever be able to over- 
throw its external Evidence, where that is under- 
ſtood; nor its internal, where this is felt. | 

The Hebrew Scriptures, when underſtood, give 


; the indubitable Senſe of the New Teſtament, and ir- 


refiſtible Evidence of their own Divinity and Truth ; 
by deſcribing God's Works, and his Redemption ſo 
clearly, as not to leave the Mind in ſuſpenſe, or at 
a Joſs, and at the ſame Time to render contemptible 


every other Conception and Deſcription of either, 


which the Imagination of Man can frame. The 
more our Author underſtands and makes Uſe of his 
Rabbinical reading, the greater loſs he will be at, to 
ſay no worſe; becauſe his Head will be filled with 
Dreams inſtead of Ideas, and romantick Gueſſes in- 
ſtead of Truth; with a Set of Traditions of a cor- 
rupt Origin, and applicable to no good Purpoſe. 
But what is to be done? Is all this huge Heap 


of Learning to be thrown away? Why truly, had 
Ja Vial of Poiſon that had coſt me ever ſo much 


Pains to extract, I would ſurely throw it away, 


and not give it my Neighbours to drink, much 


leſs ſell it them. I know it is common to value 
Things in Proportion to. what they coſt us. I know 


alſo our Authors Learning colt him dear, much 


Pains and Labour; the more for his having begun 
at the wrong End: I know too, how common it 
is for Men to value and magnify that Branch of 
Learning they are Proficients in; and without con- 
ſidering, would feign. perſwade the World, that 


almoſt all Learning and good Senſe is contained in 
it. This is a Miſtake, ſeen by every one but 
themſelves. I am willing to allow a little for that 


B 2 Fondneſs, 
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Fondneſs, of almoſt every one, to appear a Man 
of Im mPorAnce and Learning; though this is a cul- 

able Vanity, and is owing to an unſubdued Pride. 
From in Hopes indeed, my Author was not inflated 
with it; but when, to my Surprize, I ſaw his 
Margin crowded with Quotations, miſtaken for learn- 
ed ones, and his Pages interſperſed with Chaldee, ſel- 
dom to the Purpoſe, my Hopes vaniſhed. Oh! this 
Love of Popularity! how hard to get rid of! and 
when it has ſeized the Mind, what will not the __ 
do to carry his Point! 

Had our Author ſeriouſly attended to Is various 
and trifling Incidents, by which an undue Eſteem is 
often raiſed in the Minds of others, procuring ſome- 
times a flecting Reſpect, at other Times a falſe Re- 

putation; it would have been of Uſe to him. We 
all know a little Aſeleſs Animal, famous for crack- 
ing Nuts; but then he is ſagacious too; he never 
cracks them, but for the Sake of their Kernels. 
Another for his great Activity, who rather than be 
idle, will be doing miſchief. I wiſh we could grow 
wiſer and better by the Leſſon theſe Creatures give us. 
Whole Communities of Men have become famous, 
much in the ſame Way; the wiſe Men of G——m, 
the Brothers of the Roſy Croſs, c. are Proofs of 
this. As to Perſons who have this Way become 
memorable, they are almoſt innumerable. A Man 
might ſhew his reading here, as Mr. Gill has elſe- 
where, by inſtancing in the little Gentleman the La- 
dies uſe to dandle 7. T. J. the Giant Killer, Guy Earl 
of Warwick, Sc. Sc. 7c. and fill his Margin too, 
with Quotations almoſt as learned and as applicable 
to the Conſcience as his are. This indeed would be 
a moſt diſagreeable Taſk to a Man of common 
Senſe; but it would a little alleviate his Pain, when 
he conſidered, that though the Number of thoſe 
reputable Authors are great, they are not volumi- 
vous, nor very „ I think I got through 


__ 
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them all before I was ten Years old: I have, indeed 
to my Sorrow, ſince. that Time met with a very 
great Number of Authors, nothing different from 
the venerable ones cited above, but in the Size of 
their Books; I ſhould here inſert a Catalogue, but 
for the Offence it would give; perhaps I ſhould be 
told too, I aim'd at deſtroying their Uſefulneſs ; 1 
ſhall therefore wave this for the preſent, and only 
deal with a Set of dead , who have been ſo 
for ſome hundred Years, I mean the Rabbies and 
the Talmudiſts; and if in this I am a little ſevere, I 
preſume it ought not to give Offence to any living 
Authors, if any ſuch there be who are diſpoſed; to 
be angry, and think their Reputations involved 
with thoſe wonderful Gentlemen's : I ſhall not 
think myſelf anſwerable, except to our Author, 
to whom I will repay Compaſſion, for he really 
deſerves it, for the amazing Pains he has been at, 
in digging ſo many Years into a Dungbill for Pearls; 
and it affords none, for the Time and Spirits he has 
waſted in reading over ſo many hundred Volumes, 
filled with nothing but Superſtition, Lies, Malice, &c. 
under a vain Expectation of finding ſomething ſub- 
ſervient to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity and Truth, I 
look on him in this Light, ſimilar to one who takes 
a Journey of many Miles to quench his Thirſt at a 
poiſonous Late. uw 24 40 * 
To ſhew what a Brood of Vermin, what a Rabble of 
FWretches, the Rabbies and Talmudiſts were, I need 
only obſerve, when they wrote the Talmud, their De- 
ſign in writing it, and what it contains; in doing 
this, I ſhall not be very careful about Method. 
The only Writings of Antiquity among the Fezws 
are the Targums, and the Septuagint, theſe: were 
wrote long before the Incarnation; before they had 
arrived to the Pitch of Impudence to apply the Title 
of Rabbi to any Man; ſo I have nothing to do 
with thoſe Writings in this Place; beſides, tis 


from 


3 


from the Talmud Mr. Gill principally brings his 


Authority. 5 2 
This was wrote about five hundred Years after 
the Incarnation, when the Authors of it had had a 
Sight of, and Time to conſider, the Evidence 
brought in Support of Chriſtianity from the Old 
Teſtament by the Chriſtians; when, becauſe the 
Chriſtians did not underſtand the Hebrew, the A- 
poſtates had the greater Opportunity to transfarm 
that Language, and with the Aſſiſtance of the De- 
vil, they did all they could to render it ever after 
uſeleſs; and in Conjunction with him they wrote 
the Talmud, the De/ign of which was to dig Chri- 
ſtianity up by the Roots, and deſtroy it by pervert- 
ing and evading every Thing and Text, relating to it 
in the Old eſtament, Hebrew Writings Perfect, P. 61. 
The firſt Deſign of the Authors of theſe Writings 
<< was, by inſerting an infinite Number of blaſphe- 
N10 << mous, ſenſeleſs Stories, about Miracles of the 
: | i << higheſt Nature, never before heard of, performed 
Þ < by the Devil, by having or [pronouncing the 
mt divine Name, as they term it, of four Letters, 
* „ fr by magick Charms, &c. to prove that | 
„ the Authority of any Perſons or Writings, iy 
ö << founded upon performing tuch Miracles, and the 
. Completion of ſuch Prediction, or, c. eſpecially 
1 of thoſe Miracles performed, and the Comple- 
= . tion of Things predicted by Chrift and his Fol- 
Ih c Jowers, ſhould, though owned to be performed 
and predicted, and accompliſhed, not be believed 
to be Evidence of Chriſt's Divinity, of his Miſ- 
il < ſion, or, &c. and conſequently that the infinite 
{2 | | << Evidence of this kind, which their Maſter Moſes, 
or any other gave of his, or their Miſſion, might 
4 be performed in this Manner; and ſo there can 
4 be no Evidence of, or by Revelation. Though, 
* if this be allow'd, it ſignifies nothing to diſpute 
about the reſt, Their ſecond Deſign is, * 
a « the 
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the Hebrew Scriptures to be of divine Authority, 


to divert the Intent and End of the original Co- 


venant, and the Law; and fix the Law upon 
the Types, Ceremonies, c. by. infinuating that 
all the Names of Cherub, Cherubim, of Elah, Ela- 
him, Shem, Shemim, EL, &c. ſingular or plural 
had no diſtinct radieal Ideal, or numerical Signi- 
fication, but were common to other Things, and 
agreeable to the general confuſed Idea, which 
the lateſt Heathen had of one of their Gods ; as 
they, in almoſt all their Tranſlations, Writings, 
Sc. endeavour to prove that there was no Cove- 


nant, but what was made with them about their 


Land, Sc. and that Adam's Fall did not affect 
Men, ſo they needed no Redemption upon that 
Account; that all the Sacrifices, Ceremonies, c. 
were taken from the Services paid to thoſe Hea- 
then Gods, or Devils; and that there was no- 
thing further meant by them but poſitive Obe- 
dience ; and that performing theſe, or Penitence 
without theſe, would zo71es quoties keep, or after 


* Forfeitures, reſtore them to their Land; and 


would at ſometime, bring them a mere Man, 
who would make thoſe who ſhall be alive when 
he comes, and their Succeſſors, Viceroys, and 
Governors of the Univerſe, I think for at leaſt 
1000 Years, and all the reſt of the World their 
S | ES 3 
„Their third Deſign is, by an infinite Number 
of groundleſs, impudent Stories, and Aſſertions, 
by an infinite Collection out of what was ac- 


* compliſh'd and committed to writing, and by 


the Perverſion of thoſe, and of the Senſe of the 
whole Scriptures, to inſinuate, that thoſe Scrip- 


tures were not writ as they were to be read, nor 


to be underſtood as written; but that Moſes in 
his Time, gave ſome ſecret Inſtructions about 
what he writ; and that Eſdras, or I know SY 


„ and as the Devil aſſerted there was a Power, to 


610 
&&© who, had done they know not what, about the 
<< reſt; and that theie Secrets were kept by a Body 
ccf Men inſtituted, and ſucceeding with vaſt 
u Powers; Sc. after an unintelligible Manner; 
c and that the Stories which they writ; and Direc- | 
c tions about the Alterations they made, by falſe 
* Conſtructions, Sc. and the Subſtance of the 
tc Explanations they gave, and the Senſe of each 
« Word and Text fo wreſted, were never known 
ce publickly, nor written before; but came down 
to them by Tradition; and encouragcd by their 
«then late Succeſs in forging the Alcoran, they 
e fixed all their falſe Conſtructions, Readings, &c. 
« by pointing; and therefore their own poor Peo- 
<« plc were to mind theſe Stories and be ſatisfied. 
<<. Fheſe Apoſtates allow that the Authority of what 
ec was revealed by Moſes and the Prophets, depends 
«upon the Evidence of their Miſſion ; they ex- 
6c preſsly declare that a Perſon, under the derogat- 
“ ing Names they give Chrift, performed the Mi- 1 
« racles the New Teſtament aſeribes to him, and 1 
« that fome of his Followers performed ſome ſuch ; 


« work a Miracle in the forbidden Fruit, which 
«© the Elabim could not hinder, they affert that 
e there is Power in the four Letters of the divine 
« Name ur that when the Devil, a Man, a 
& Prophet, or Apoſtate is poſſeſs*d of it, and can 
«pronounce it, any of them can overturn the 
« World, work any Miracles, raiſe the Dead, or, 
« Hr. They tell us allo, leaſt this ſhould not hold, 
ce that the Egyptians had the Secret of this or ſome 
< other Word, or Charm, which they term Magick, 
« by which they could perform fuch Miracles; and 
ec that they could communicate it to others, who 
« might do the fame. They tell us that Meſes had 
& this Name writ upon his Rod, when he was with 
6 Jethro, and every one knows he lived err” . 
e tf | - They 
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* they tell us that Solomon had this Name writ upon 
- ** a Ring, and that the Devil got it from him, 


* and play*d abundance of Tricks with it. They 
<« tel] us that Chriſt had been in Egypt, and had 


c ſtole the Secrets of their magick Arts, and that 


<* afterwards he robb'd the S. Sanctorum, got the di- 


vine Name from a Stone there, upon which Jacob 


e had writ it; they tell us where and how he ſtole 
& this Name, and that he worked his Miracles 


with it.” The modern Jews tell us that their 


Cabbaliſts can yet work Miracles. The Story of 
the Power of the Letters of the divine Name nay, 


they inculcate with ſo much Care and Zzergy on 


their Children, and impoſe the Belief of it ſo ri- 
gidly, that they ſcarce ever ſhake off the Prejudiee. 
I have known a Few my ſelf, otherwiſe a Man of 
good Senſe, aver, that by the ſkilful Uſe of the 
Name mme, a Man might deſtroy the World, cure 


the Blind, raiſe the Dead, turn Water into Wine, 


overthrow his Enemies, and deprive the Bank of 


its whole Capital in an inviſible Way; pretending 
at the ſame Time to give many Inſtances of 
 Rabbies, who had done ſuch Wonders; and 
in this they are as tenacious, as any ignorant Pa- 


piſt can be for the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. 
Moſes's Sine Principio, p. 86. And as they have 
taken great Pains to make their Writings con- 
form, ſo they have to paraphraſe, point, and 


* lay, down Rules for pointing and conſtruing the 


<< Scripture, as they thought, to ſerve theſe Turns, 
eat leaſt that no other Uſe ſhould be made of 
them; ſo that ſcarce a Word anſwers in the De- 
<« ſcription of Things we ſee; nor was one Word 
<« fairly conſtrued of the Things we ſee not; one 
Word was to have ten Significations, ſeveral 


e differing very much: Nay, the ſame Letters to 


xe ſignify Light and Darkneſs, and other Things as 
** oppolite; the ſame Word, as a Verb, to relate to 
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( 12 ) 
one Thing, as a Noun to another ; to ſignity 
one Thing in the ſingular, and quite other ſorts 


of Things in the Plural; to make ſingular 


Words plural, and plural fingular or dual; that 


one of its plural Words, when tranſlated into 


any other Language, ſhould on one ſide be plu- 
ral, on the other ſingular ; that a Word ſhould 


| fignify one Thing in the Maſculine, and quite 


other ſorts of Things in the Feminine; and 
theſe chiefly in Words which concern the 
Salvation of Man; the Points in conteſt between 


them and us: So one ſort of Action as a Verb 
active, and another ſort of Action as a Verb 
paſſive; ſo in what we call Moods and Tenſes; — 
ſo tranſlated the Bible for us by theſe Rules, be- 
fore they knew what would be the Iſſue; framed 
Grammars, Lexicons, Fc. by theſe Rules PD 


that not a Boy could be learn'd Hebrew, but he 
muſt have this Nonſenſe and Villainy beat into 
him, as he ſuppoſed, by Friends ; and which 
would never have been ſwallowed'by any other 
Hands; as it was impoſſible for any one of them 
to ſhake off theſe Fetters, to change his Me- 
thod, as for ſuch a Ic to turn Chriſtian ; ſo it 


Was impoſſible for any other to have made an 
Attempt, to have begun in another Manner, as 


we do with other Languages, and to have acted 
as a free Man; the Body would immediately 
have worried him with Authorities:“ This is the 


preſent general State of Hebrew Learning, for this we 
are indebted to the pious Talmudiſts; thus our Tram- 
ation, Grammars and Lexicons ſtand, and our Con- 
| cordances too; this is the State of our, Author*s 
f Learning alſo, and your he will needs be a Commen- 
. 8 
The Deſign of the Rabbinical Wiitings will far- 
ther appear, if it be conſidered, Their Authors 
EW the chief Evidence for Chriſtianity was to be 
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found only in the Old Teftament ; that an Explica- 
tion of the Works of Creation, the Doctrine of the 
Cherubim, the Ideas contain'd in the Words Rub- 
bim, Elahim, Shemmim, Cherubim, Berith, &c. 
would deſtroy all their Schemes; the modern Jews 
know this very well; and is it not ſtrange to find 


any Chriſtian ignorant in theſe Points? or that an 


ſhould attempt to prove the Doctrines of Chriſtia- 


nity by the New Teſtament; when Chriſt himſelf ap- 


peals and ſends us to the Old for that Purpoſe ? 
The drawing a Veil over this, and obſcuring it, 
was the only probable Means to extirpate Chriſtia- 


_ nity, it was their laſt Effort againſt it, it was lay- 


ing the Axe to the Root of the Tree; how far they 
have ſucceeded in this wicked Project, deſerves a 
larger Conſideration than I can give it here; and it 


is next to impoſſible: to ſhew it clearly to any but 


ſuch. as underſtand the Language it was wrote in 
to ſuch it will appear at firſt Sight. | 

The Rabbinical Men indeed cannot ſee it, nor 
ever will, while they remain ſuch ; they ſee by a 
falſe Medium; for the Hebrew Language will admit 


of no arbitrary Conſtructjon, cannot be writhed, 


nor wreſted; it is abſolutely inflexible in its Nature; 
it receives not its fixed Senſe from any Set of Men, 


ancient or modern; not from the Jes, Points, Ac- 


cents, Uſage, Cuſtom, nor Chance; but from the 
very Nature of the Objects, from whence the Ideas 


to its Words are taken. He who underſtands thoſe 
Objects, and the Hebrew Language connected with 


them, will ſee with his own Eyes, and underſtand 
with his l Heart; that he has not been impoſed 


on by Moſes or any other, and that he has not im- 
| pou on himſelf with reſpect to the Truth of Chri- 
ſtianity and its principal Doctrines; he will have as 


ſtrong Proof, as clear Evidence and Conviction of 


thoſe Truths, as mathematical Demonſtration can 
give him of any Truth in that Science; ſurely this 
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( 14 ) 
cannot be faid of any other Language in the World. 
therefore I cannot be in Danger of over-valuing 


this 


Indeed if I am wrong here, I am all wrong; and 
therefore will be more obliged to him who ſets me 
right than for ten thouſand Worlds, and will ever 
after be, and confeſs myſelf his Proſelyte; but if 
inſtead of this I'am laught at, I ſhall laugh at ſuch 


-in my Turn, and bid them go and learn the Origin 


of Language, and throw away.their Hebrew Lexi- 
cons, or rather learn to correct them, and their Gram- 


mars too, (and be no longer lead by the Noſe, ) for 


the beſt extant contain few Rules, but ſuch as the 
Language gives the Lye to, Pybell, Puhall and Ho- 
phal, are Inſtances of this; theſe are three Conju- 
gations laid down in the Grammars, which the 
Hebrew knows nothing of; and when the Learner 
does, they ſerve only to burden his Memory and 
Puzzle him. | | 

Here; let us pauſe a little, and conſider; if the 
contrary to this be the Caſe, (as the Rabbinical Men 
affirm) and the Senſe of Hebrew Words, containin 

God's Revelation to his Creature, be to be play 

with, to be gueſs'd at only, to have Ideas annexed 
to them by human Authority, Imagination, Cuſtom, 
&c. liable to contrary Conſtructions, e. g. to bleſs 
and to curſe, &c. what a Condition are we in! 


Whether if it be thus, we with all our Comments 


and Learning are not as much at Uncertainty, as the 
Hottentots without any; whether we are not as 


much in the Hands, and at the Mercy of mercileſs 


——  — (ſince they without Rule or Reaſon fix bleſſing 
or cur/ing, &c. unto theWord, as they pleaſe, or as 
their Predeceſſors, or the Lexicographers handed 
it down to them ;) as the moſt blinded Papiſts ? 
and whether they, the- need not an oral 
Law, now as much as the Jews pretend they did 


. CO) 
of old, or the Infallibility of Rome, as the Papiſts 
pretend needful at preſent, : bh 


Surely there muſt be ſome Way, 3 nk | 


more certain Way to relieve the Mind under rack- 
ing Doubts and torturing Perplexities, with reſpect 
to the real Senfe of Scripture, than by an oral Law 
or human Infallibility ; or raking into the nu 
Puddles of Tradition to come at it; or elſe I ſee not 
the Uſe of a Revelation, nor the Advantage of ex- 
pounding it; for if after all, we are yet uncertain 
whether God has revealed himſelf or not; if it be 
but probable that he has, or if we are in doubt 
whether we underſtand- this Revelation, what are 
we the better for all theſe filly Rabbinical Expe- 
dients? do we not ſee ſome running into Scepticiſin, 
other into Enthuſiaſm, while others are contending 
about Modes and Syſtems, craftily taught them for 
ſecular Purpoſes? are not theſe the manifeſt Effects 
of the jarring, and contrary Accounts our learned 
Commentators give of the Scriptures ? | 
But how, ſince the Hebrew Scriptures afford ſuch 

glaring Evidence, came we into this Condition ? 

I wiſh there were Reaſon to be ſilent here, 
but I anſwer; By our Commentators, Sc. neglect- 
ing the Study of Hebrew, and having the Weakneſs 
to expound a Book they could not read; ſome of 


them have been totally ignorant of it, the reſt only 


underſtood Rabbinical Hebrew, which is not He- 
brew, but a very different Thing from it, and con- 
trary to it; while others of them have fould the ſa- 


cred Fountains, with the dirty Traditions of the 


pretended Jews, and mixed their own Inventions 
with them ; none of them have been able to prove 
the Neceſſity of a Revelation, the Law of Nature, 
the Strength of human Reaſon, eternal Fitneſs, 
Sc. (of which they know nothing,) ſtuck ſo in 


their Minds, they knew not how to go about it; 


others catching at this, have pleaded only for 
+ | =: - 
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the Expediency of one; others of them have wrote 
upon this ſuppoſed Revelation, without believing it 
themſelves, and ſo have led us into a Labyrinth; and, 
which is worſe, knew not how to extricate chem: 
telyes or us; we have a common and good Saying, 
that the Bible is its own beſt Interpreter; one would 
think this ſhould have put the Rabbies and Talmu- 
diſts out of Office. Is there any ſafer walking than 
with the inſpir'd Light in one's Hand, refuſing all 
Guidance, but by the, Qracles of God? I know of 
none. 

To know that God has evaded himſelf, and to 
underſtand that Revelation, is the only Way to 
eſcapeDreams, Deluſions, Imagi nations, and thick 
Darkneſs that may be felt; fe can as well know 
now what is doing in Conſtantinople, without its 
being revealed to me, or underſtanding ſuch Re- 
velation ; as I can know what the Elahim did be- 
fore the World. began, for the Redemption and 
Salvation of Man, without knowing and under- 
ſtanding their Revelation concerning it. 

To prevent our Underſtanding this Revelation, 
and to blot out every Evidence for i it, and vail the 
whole from our Eyes, the Rabbies have taken more 
Pains than moſt Men take for the Salvation of their 
own Souls ; for beſides the general Abuſe of their 
Language as above, by deſtroying the Uniformity 
of Ideas branching from the ſame Root, and thereby 
the very Frame and Nature of it, making its Words 
ſignify this or that, or any Tbing or every Thing, or 
nothing at all to ſuit their Defigns ; they have com- 
mitted a Rape, allow the Expreſſion, on all the 
principal Words relating to Chriſtianity, and Man's 
Redemption in the Old Teſtament. 

Innumerable Inſtances have been given by Mr. 
 Hutchenſon to put this out of Diſpute, particularly 
with reſpect to the Words Jehovab, — Che- 
rubim, Malack, Berith, &c. 

| Which 


67 . 

Which he has explain'd beyond controul, a 

at the ſame Time exboſed the Baſeneſs of the pre- 
tended Jews in their perverting the Senſe of the 
Whole Bible with their falſe Rules, contrary to com- 
mon Senſe, by which they have ſpoil'd the Con- 
nection and Senſe that would otherwiſe appear in 
every Chapter of the Bible; hence it is that Promiſes 
andT breatenings, Blelſngs and Curſings, & c. are found 
ſo promiſcuouſly in the Books of the Prophets, that 
neither the Reader nor the Expoſitor know what to 
make of them. 

I ſhould think myſelf inexcuſable in not giving hs 
ſtances out of the Scriptures, to prove theſe Things, 
if the Author cited above had not given ſuch a 
Variety asto render it uſeleſs and impertinent to give 
more; for, if they will not believe Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, from whence the Examples are taken, they will 
not be convinced, though one roſe from the dead. 

Here with our Author s Leave, I will ſhew 
him the Application of theſe Things to himſelf. He 
is expounding the Net Teſtament; now as an Expoſi- 
tor, he ought to be /ure of the Senſe of his Greet 
Words; 1 doubt not but he underſtands Heathen 
Greek, as well as he does Rabbinical Hebrew, and I 

have no Reaſon to believe but he is well ſkill'd in 
both; but theLanguage of 22 NN at haf, and DA IR 
al bam, i is full as fit to explain the Scriptures as ſuch 
Hebrew or ſuch Greek. The Greeks were Heathens! 
and worſhipped falſe Gods ; their Language muſt 
therefore unavoidably be adapted to the Objects 
worſhipped; nor had they any Words expreſſive of 
the true Object, nor will all the Learning in the 
World make their Words ſo; Kurios is ſabftituted in 
the New Teſtament for Jehbovab'i in the old; Theos in 

the new, for Elabim in the old; Diatbece in the ner 
for Berith in the old; now will any Man in his 
Senſes tell me that Kurios, Theos and Diatbece ex- 
preſſes the Ideas contained in Febovah, Elabim and 


Berith; 


( 18 ) . 


| Berith; ;f he will, alas for him! but notwithſtanding 
1 will venture to fay that the beſt, or all the Gre- 
cians that ever lived, ignorant of. Hebrew, could 
never have inveſtigated the Ideas contained in Feho- 
wah, Elahim and Berith, by their higheſt Skill and 
Criticiſm in their own Language; what then, are we 
to throw away our Greek? no, by no means ; how 
then . why compare it withy and /ubje# it to the 
Hebrew: for if that Language be as above deſcribed, 

and. not a ſlippery uncertain one, as the Heathen 
Greek is, it muſt be a ſure Standard, and the only 


done; and till it be uſed as ſuch, expounding will 


be trifling. 

The Rabbies have taken Care, (leſt their Readers 
ſhould tire with, or ſhudder at ſuch vile Blaſphe- 
mies, Sc. cited above) to interſperſe now and then 
ſomething of the Marvellous. Let the following 
Stories ſerve as a Specimen. 

God made Man, ſay they, Male and Female, ad- 
| hering back to back; he caſt Adam into a deep 
Sleep, takes a Sword. and cleaves aſunder their 
Chine-Bone, heals the Wound, turns Face to Face, 
ſo they, Adam and Eve became ſeparate Perſons. 

Lamecbh (ſay they) lived till he was blind, loved 
Hunting, and could not forego his Sport, 10 kept 


a Boy to lead him about; when they found any 


Game, the Boy pointed the Arrow, but Lamech 
twang' d the Bow.z one Day, as they were in queſt 
of Game, Lamech hearing a ruſtling in the Trees, 
bid the Boy make ready; he did ſo; Lamech ſhoots, 
_ dreadful indeed! down tumbles Cain (who had hid 
himſelf there for fear;) it was no ſooner known 
whom they had killed, but Lamech gets the Boy by 
the Collar, takes an Arrow and ſtrikes it into his 
Body and kills him; goes home to his Wives, with 
a Hear my Voice, ye Wives of Lamech, hearken to 
my Speech; for I have lain a Man to my wound- 
ing, and a young Man to my Hurt; if Cain Tel 


the Devils fell in Love with, and ha 
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ſhall be avenged ſeven fold for killing his Brother; 
ſurely Lamech ſeventy and ſeven, for killing his 
Grandfather. | ; 
The Talmudiſts are a little puzzled to account 


for the Giants ſurviving the Flood ; they allow of 


the Flood, and that all but Noah and his Family 
periſhed in it; and yet they find Ogg and others 


alive afterwards ; they tell us without boggling, 


how Giants came to be, The Women of thoſe 
Days (ſay they) were very fair, and F buxom; 

carnal Know- 
ledge of them; and the Iſſue was a Progeny of 
Giants; but the Difficulty yet remains how they 
came to live after the Flood; they get rid of it 
with a deal of Ingenuity, by telling us, Ogg was a 
huge tall Fellow, that he flounc'd through the De- 
luge after the Ark, and in the Valleys was ſeldom 
more than Waſte deep; he kept near the Ark for 
three Reaſons: Firſt, leſt he ſhould ſcald his Shins, 
for the Water boiPd every where but near the Ark; 
Secondly for the Advantage of Sleep; he could not 


lie down but he had been drown'd ; ſo Noah in- 


dulged him to loll, and take a Nap on the Ark at 
Night : He would have taken him in, but for fear 


of ſinking, and for want-of room : Thirdly for 


want of Food, for which he was beholding to Noah 

ry Day; thus Ogg ſurvived to keep up the 
reed. f 
Jacob is a Favourite with the Talmudiſts; they 

ſay Eſau came out to meet him with great Rage, 


_ deſigning to kill him; — when they met, he made 


a Pals at his Brother; Jacob puts it by; — Eſau more 
angry then before, ruſhes upon him, takes him in 
his Arms, attempts to bite him by the Neck; but 
God to prevent it, miraculouſly turns Jacob's Neck 
into a Pillar of Marble, and Eſau broke his Teeth 
at It. | 
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They like Abraham alſo pretty well; They fay 
ald Terab and he kept Shop, and fold God's to the 


People; Terab goes abroad, and leaves the Shop 
to Abraham; at his Return, he finds the God's in 


Pieces on the Floor; inquires the Reaſon. Abrabam 
replies, Sir, a Country Woman came and offered a 
Naſegay to the God's, but they would not accept 
it; the great God at the upper End, enraged ta 
ſee them all refuſe the Woman's Offering, ariſes 
from his Seat, takes a Club, and daſhes them to 
Picces, as you ſee, Terab not pleas'd with the 
Anſwer, calbd Avraham Names, told him 'twas a 
Lie; Abrabam proteſts his Innocence, but Terab 
ſuſpecting him tar a Heretick, has him before the 
Elders; they ſift his Conſcience, but to no Purpoſe: 
To prove him, they bid him worſhip their God's, 


Fire, Water, Clouds, Wind, Sc. The 1 | 


tell us Abraham's Reaſons for refuling, and for his 
worſhipping Jebovab only; for which the Elders 
condemned him for a Heretick, and drove him 
from Urr of the Chalgees, 1 3 
With Relation to their Meſſiab, their Lies are 
without Number; they ſay he was born the Day 
Jeruſalem was deſtroyed ;—that he conceals himſelf 
becauſe of their Sins ;—that he is tyed by a Wo- 
man's Hair in Paradice ;—and bring Cant. vii. 5 


to prove it; that he lay at the Gates of Rome, an 


among the Lepers, Sc. 1/ai. liii. That ten Miracles 
ſhall precede his coming to give them Notice. They 
are too tedious to inſert, io I ſhall only give a 
Sketch of them: Ten Kings ſhall ariſe and profeſs 
the true Faith, but betray it ;—good Men ſhall fly 
and fear, and all Men ſhall be taxed ;—a Number of 


Men ſhall come from the Ends of the Earth, black 


and loathſome, with twoHeads, and ſeven Eyes ſpark- 


ling with Fire; a great Heat of the Sun ſhall pro- 


duce Plagues, Sc. which ſhall not hurt the ; 5 
| res, 
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Hitet; but to them be Salutary; —a Peſtilential Dew 
ſhall fall; then a wholſome one to cure the Effects 
of the former; and to enliven common Sinners! 
The Sun ſhall be darkened thirty Days, then re- 
ceive its Bight again; whereby many ſhall embrace 
Fudaiſn;—An Image ſhall be of Marble ;—the 
wicked ſhall commit Inceſt with it ;—God ſhall 
frame. an Infant in it, who ſhall break the Image 
and come forth; —he ſhall be named Armillus the 
wicked; the ſame with the Chriſtian's Antichriſt, of 


ten Ells Length, and ten Ells Breadthz and aSpan 


between his Eyes, which ſhall be red and deep in his 
Head ; his Hair yellow; the Soles of his Feet green; 
He ſhall be deformed with two Heads, &c. Michael 
ſhall ſound his Horn three Times ;—at the firſt; 
Meſſiah and Elias ſhall appear, Sc. 
A#millus ſhall hear the Sound, and aſſemble his 
Chriſtians againſt Mæſiab, &c. and God ſhall rain Fire 
and Brimiton: from Heaven, and deſtroy both Arm 
{us and them. At the ſecond Sound the Graves at Je- 
raſalem ſhall open and the dead ariſe; Sc. At the third 
Sound God ſhall gather all the eus from Goſan; 
Lachbach, Ghebar, and the Cities of Fuda, without 
Number ; and with their Infants they ſhall enter 
into the Paradice of Moſes; and the Ground before 
and-behind them ſhall be mere Fire; and leave no 


Suſtenance for the Chriſtians; and when the Ten 


Tribes ſhall depart out of the Nations; the Pillar 
of the Cloud of the divine Glory ſhall compaſs 
them; and God fhall go before them; and open to 
them the Fountains flowing from the Tree of 
Life. Beſides, theſe they are to have ten Comforts: 
The Certainty of Mefiah's coming, Sc. they ſhall 
be gathered from all Parts ; the Lame ſhall leap as 
a Hart ;—God ſhall raiſe the dead; ſhall-build the 


Third Temple like that, Ezek. xli. The Hraelites 
| ſhall reigh over all the Earth; all ſhall obey the 


D 2 | Law; 


— ſe > ” 8 . _ 
PPG LF IIS TL WIS OFT 6; 4 Ai h 2 


2 


Law ;—God will deſtroy all their Enemies; ſhall 


fake from them all Diſeaſes, and prolong their 


Lives; ſo that they ſhall live as long as an Oak ;— 
they ſhall fee God Face to Face ;—they ſhall all 
Prophecy, and be delivered from all Concupiſcence. 


They prove theſe Things by numerous Quotations | 


from the Bible, which with many other Particulars 


1 have omitted. 


When all theſe Things are come to paſs, a great 
Feaſt is to be made here; and not in Heaven, as 
Mr. Gill ſays in his Preface; where he has told 
only Part of the following Story. | 

The Proviſions at this Feaſt are to be the greateſt 
Beaſts, Birds and Fiſhes God ever made ; their 
Wine only what grew in Paradice; which has been, 
and will be kept in Adam's Cellar till the Feaſt be- 
gins ; then the great ſtalled Ox, Behemoth, Fob xl. 


10. P/. v. 10. will be brought forth. This is he 


that feedeth on a thouſand Hills, and to prevent 


his want of Food, what he eats in the Day, grows 
in the Night. The huge Leviathan is alſo to be part 


of the Repaſt; and leaſt the World ſhould be over- 


run with theſe Monſters, God has gelded the Male 


Leviathan, and killed the Female, and preſerves her 
in Pickle, for the Entertainment of the righteous in 
the Days of Meſſiab, I. xxvii. The Male and Fe- 
male Behemoth were, the one gelded, the other 
killed, and pickled for the ſame Purpoſe :—The 
great Bird Ziz is to be roaſted at this Feaſt ; her 


broke down three hundred tall Cedars; and produc'd 
ſuch a Torrent by the Shell's being broke, as ſwept 


away /ixty Villages. This is the Bird, that by ſpread- 


ing her Wings, darkeneth the wholeWerild, obſcur- 
ing the Sun zotally : A Rabbi once ſailing on the 


Ocean, ſaw her ſtanding in the middle of it, but 


knee deep ; whereupon he adviſed his Fellows to 
9 | waſh, 


Eggs are fo large, that one falling out of her Neſt, 


| 
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waſh, becauſe of the Shallowneſs of the Water: 


Hold, faith a Voice from Heaven, or you will be 
drown'd. It was ſeven Years ſince a Hatchet was 
dropt in this very Place, and has been ſinking 
ever ſince; but is not yet got to the Bottom. 
Before the Feaſt begins, Behemoth and Leviathan 
ſhall play together, to divert the Aſſembly, Fob 
xl. 15. Pſal. civ. 6. when they have wearied them- 
{elves, Meſſiab with his Sword ſhall kill them both: 
Now followeth the Feaſt, and then the Marriage 
of Meſſiah, Pſal. xlv. 10. Amongſt Meſſiah's ex- 
cellent Women ſhall be Kings Daughters, for eve- 
ty King ſhall eſteem it his higheſt Glory to beſtow 
a Daughter on him; but the true Queen ſhall be 
one of the faireſt Iraelites; ſhe ſhall continually 
converſe with him, but the others come only at call; 
thus he ſhall beget Children, who ſhall reign after 


| him when he is dead. 


Rabbi Barchanah ſaw a Frog as big as Akra, a 


Village of fixty Houſes; then came a Serpent 


which ſwallow'd up the Frog; then a Crow, (the 
biggeſt that ever the Rabbi ſaw) and ſwallowed 
up both, and flew away; and ſat upon a Tree. 
Rabbi Papa ſays, he never could have believed it, 
but that he ſaw it with his own Eyes. 

A Lion lived in the Wood Ela, four hundred 
Miles from the City of Rome; he roared ſo loud 
at that Diſtance, that all the Women in Nome 
proved abbrtive with the Sound. He came one 


hundred Miles nearer, and roared again; and, b 


doing ſo, ſhook all the Teeth out of all the Ro- 
mans Heads; the Emperor fell from his Throne 
ſtunn*d, requeſting the Rabbi, by whoſe Means the 


Lion had roar'd, to help him to get him quietly 


into his Den again, that no more ſuch Thunders 
might be heard in Rome. Such as would ſee more 
of theſe Things may find them in Purchas*'s Pil- 
Frimage. 3 
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Ard now 1 aſk my Reader's Pardon for preſent· 
ing him with ſuch a Number of impudent, ſtupid 
Hes, but they are Talmudical, and who dare diſ- 

ute the Authority; for the 7 almud teacheth, that 
it the Rabbi ſaith, that the Right-Hand is the Left, 


and the Left is che Right, thou muſt believe it. They 


fay, that to read and ſtudy the Bible is a ſmall Virtue; 
to learn their Miſra is a Virtue worthy a Reward , 

but to learn Gemarum by Heart, is a Virtue ſo 
great, that none can be greater: Beſides, they threa- 


ten thoſe who mock or contemn their Sayings; | 


with being puniſhed in hot and boiling Zoab or Ex- 
crement, in Hell. Our Author is determined to 


avoid this Condemnation, and to keep others out 


of it if he can; for he threatens too, Preface p. 13. 
By theſe, and many more Injunctions and Me- 


naces, they ſcem to exact the Belief of the whole 


Talmud, its Doctrines; Lies, Cc. and all without 
diſtinguiſning one Part from another; or leaving 
their Diſciples at Liberty to receive or reject, ac- 
cording to their own Judgments: 

Thus I have given ſome Account of the 3 
when this wonderful Book was wrote, of the De- 
ſign of writing it, and what it contains: I could have 
added a thouſand more Partibualars, about Adam, 
Eve, the Serpent, Moſes, his Rod, the Miracles of 
Epypt, &c. their ſolemn Inſtructions concerning 
Eating, Drinking, Sleeping, Drefling, Waſhing; 
Worhipping; conjugal Behaviour, © Se. about 


Which they are mighty particular, but as fooliſh as 


they are wicked; for they direct him that would 
beget a Boy to turn the Head of his Bed to the 
South; if he would beget a Girl; he muſt turn 


it to the North; but enough of theſe y Dreamers. 


I ſhall now addreſs myſelf to ſuch as dream after 
them. 

It is hard to conceive, whetefore 2 Book, con- 
taining ſuch monſtrous Lies and ſtupid Doctrines, 
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as it almoſt every where abounds with, ſhauld bg 
handed down to the World with Reputation; 
harder yet to conceive, why it ſhould be vindica 

ted, and its Uſefulneſs maintained by any Author 


at this Time in his Senſes, unleſs it be to concur 


with the original Deſign of it, to deſtroy the Au- 


thority of the Bible, Sc. I cannot think this to 
be our Author's Deſign, yet am at a Loſs to find 
jt out, except he miſtook this He of Rubbiſh 
for ſo much Learning, and was willing to ſhew 
the World how much he had of it: I fear this is 
the Caſe, and a ſorrowful one it is, for it is of 


Piece with a Man's digging in a Clay-Pit to find a 


Gold-Mine, and after much labour in vain, he 
values himſelf for the Heaps of Dirt he has got 
about him, laments he has no more, and ſtoutly 
vindicates his Folly in having ſo much. | 

If I am thought too ſevere, let it be remem- 


bered that our Author has given too much Reaſon # 


For beſides aſſerting the general Uſefulneſs of the 


Talmud, he will have it that the Stories in it are 


enigmatical, deſign'd to convey Inſtruclion, have 
a Moral annexed to them, a parabolical Senſe. 

The finding this out, I confeſs, lies beyond the 
Reach of my Underſtanding, fo fhall leave my 
Reader to judge for himſelf: And fo indeed it 
muſt be, for I find our Author not very fond of 


being an Oedipus, to unriddle theſe myſtick Tales; 


nor do I find any one yet, who has been ſo foolifþ 
to undertake it, except in a few eaſy , Caſes. 

What the Rabbies might do, if they were to exy 
pound, I will not ſay, They might help us out, 
for ought I know: Hear one of them; he told 
his Hearers the Time would come, when a Woman 
ſhould every Day be delivered of her Burden, and 
brought a Text out of Jeremiah to prove it : One 
doubting, queried ; The Raþbi reply*d, he ſpake 


not 
7 
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not of a common Woman, but of a Hen, which 
ſhould every Day lay an Egg. A wonderful Rid- 
dle, and admirably well expounded. 

But this Rabbi is dead, and what muſt we do? 
Truly I cannot tell; but I think it incumbent on 
the Followers of thoſe Babblers, to fix ſome Crite- 
rion, to diſtinguiſh between the marvellous, and the 
inſtructive Fables in the Talmud; elſe the Reader 
will be in Danger of being miſled by this-ſublime 


Way of Inſtruction. Beſides we really ought to 


have ſome Clue to guide us in expounding theſe 
lofty Myſteries, otherwiſe Men will not agree about 
the Truth they contain. It would be very kind in 


Mr. Gili to help us out here, and endeavour to ſearch 


out the Hiſtory, Divinity, Morality and Philo- 


ſophy of them, if he can, according to his own 


Advice in his Preface, p. 13. the rather becauſe it 


is a Work no one elſe will care to engage in. A 


Clue of this kind would be uſeful to explain ſome 
Things current among ourſelves : We have a re- 
markable Story in the Country where I was born, 
of a Man, who in building a Church cut an Oak 
Ream four Foot too ſhort, 797 which he was blam' d; 
he adviſed the ſtretching of the Beam; they tried 
by pulling at both Ends, and ſtretched it four Foot 
too long. The poor ignorant People in the Coun- 
try always looked upon this to be a Lye.” I ſup- 
poſe a little Rabbinical Learning would ſet them 
right, and turn this into an inſtructive Fable. 
Mr. Gill believes Æſop was a Few, he might 
be ſo for ought I know, for no Man can tell me 
who, or what he was; where he lived, or when 
he died. But what Compariſon is there between 
the Fables that go by his Name, and the Talmudic 
Lies? None. Had Mr. Gill aſſerted St. Patrick 


to have been of Fewiſh Extraction, he had had as 
good Authority for the. one, as for the other, and 


perhaps 


OY. 
b clhank had. * believed as ſoon; By my Ani I 
thor S Way of treatirig the marvellous Part of the 
Talmud; tis hard to ſay that any one ever pub- 
liſh'd 2 Lye to the World (a romantick one I mean.) 
I have heard of a Cabbage Tree three Miles Diameter 
— of a Nail drove thro? "the Moon} aid clinched on 
the other ſide—of Fiſh-posls on the Tops of Trees; 
Sc. now who will ſay that theſe may not convey 
Truth in Fable. 1 will undertake tô prove they 
do, and allegorize them too, and all the Legends 
of Rome, if my Author will find an Interpreter 
for the Talmud. 

But what am I doings when I treat theſe a 
Things with Contempt? Why; L Know the worſt; 
I can but take my Place in the Claſs my Author 
has appointed me in Page 13. Preface; where, if 
my Reader places me too; I will contentedly ſit 
down among the ſtupid, and the fooliſhj and ow 
myſelf guilty of treating theſe Dreams with as 
much Contempt as my Author can treat me: For 
I have conſidered at whoſe Expence I laugh; and 
find it to be at the Devil's, who was the Author 
of all thoſe Blaſphemies which the Talmud is ſo full 
of; for I think if Pandimonium ſubſiſted when it 
was conttfived, it was done there; and ſet forth as 


the grand Edition of the Devil's laſt Works, in 
Oppoſition to Chriſtiani x For there is a Sort of 
e 


Conſpiration through whole of it, to deſtroy 
ſome Truth or other i in Chriſtianity: Our Rabbi may 
ſee by this; (if it be true, and I am pretty ſure it 
is, and will ſtand the Teſt) what Ware it is he 
has been retailing out to the World ſo long. 
This indeed flies directly in the Face of the Au- 
thorities produced, ſuch as Braunius; Broughton, 
Buxtorf, Cocceius, Ainſtworth, &c, I could produce 
as many great Names 5 oppoſe the Talmud, as 


our 
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{ 28 ) 
our Author has or can produce in its Favour * 
but I value no Authorities of this Kind, till they cat 
make twice two more than four; therefore ſhall neg- 
let them at preſent, for I am in ho Diſpoſition to 
put Truth to vote. But wherefore were theſe great 
Men brought in, but to impoſe on the Reader? for 
what is their Authority really worth ? what does it 
prove? had my Author brought ten thouſand 
more, the Talmud had been neither better nor worſe ; 
for no Authority can change a Lye into Truth; or 
make a bad Book a good one. | 
The Talmudiſts ſay, Moſes was not ſo long with 
God in the Mount to keep Geeſe, but that he was at 
School there, and learned the written Law by' Day, 
and the oral Law, which contain'd the Reaſon and 
Senſe of the written, by Night, becauſe then he 
could not fee to write. 5 7; | 
The oral Law, the Traditions of the Elders, 
and thoſe contained in the Talmud, are the ſame. 
Thoſe are they which Mr. Gill recommends ; thoſe 
are they which Fe/us Chriſt warns his Followers to 
beware of ; thoſe are they by which the Word of 
God is made of none Effect; thoſe are they from 
whence every falſe Doctrine and Error, known in 
the Chriſtian World, ſprang, ſuch as denying the 
Triune Eſſence of God, ſetting up an Eſſence in 
one Perſon, or one holy God fo often mentioned 
in his Comment, in Oppoſition to it, making 
the other two ſubordinate dependent Beings, of I 
know not what Conſtitution, ſuper-angelick, pre- 
exiſtent to the Creation, begotten of, and pro- 
ceeding from God —neither God: nor Creature — 
neither eternal nor temporary, and ſuch like un- 


* IPagenſcil one of the Authors cited has done it, and calls the 
very Works our Author recommends the fiery Darts of 


Satan. | 


meaning 


7 
he: 


VV 
meaning ſtupid Gibberiſh, which, but for the Rab- 
bies, the Chriſtian World had never been plagued 
with. Wn Do | . 

Beſides theſe, auricular Confeſſion, Pardons, 


Penance, Purgatory, Merit in the Creature, Sc. 


are from the ſame Fountain, and many among us 
are ſuch Dupes as to retail their Doctrines out to 
the People, while the Fews ſtand by and laugh; 

nd this I have, in ſome Inftances, been Eye- 
Witneſs to. They have alſo confounded our 
Ideas about the Covenant between the eternal three, 
(ſo clearly revealed in Scripture) from whence the 
eternal Springs of Grace flow freely, and upon 
which Chriſtianity is founded. To deſtroy which, 


as much as in them lay, they have play'd the 


Devil's laſt Piece of Artillery upon us, to batter 
down the Merits, and Efficacy of the Death of 
Chriſt, - the Saviour; and taught us to ſet up our 


vain Imaginations (Reaſon tis call'd)' and that 


Nonentity, the Law of Nature, &c. againſt Re- 
velation ; and our own moral Righteouſneſs, as the 


Matter of our Juſtification | before God, and as 


the Means of our Salvation from Sin and Hell. 


I charge not theſe Things on our Author, but I 


do ſolemnly charge them an the Rabbinical Doc- 


trines and Traditions he is ſo attach'd to, and has 


taken ſo much Pains to ſupport. 
But notwithſtanding all this, our Author may 


ſtill aſk, (as he has, Preface page 14.) Be they 


as fabulous as fooliſh, as unfaithful and wicked. 
as they can be ſaid or thought to be, do they 
exceed the heathen Writers, Poets, Hiſtorians and 
Philoſophers in ſuch a Character? who were ma- 
ny of them very profane Perſons, and all of them 


Idolaters, whoſe Writings were ſtuffed with Lyes, 
| Lewdnets, and all Manner of Wickednels,. Sc. 
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This is like aſking whether a Whoremonget 


£ Drunkard be worſe ?. Whether an Idolater or 4 
Bl 


aſphemer be to be preferred ? Whether an ig- 
norant Heathen, or a malicious Jew be the more 
dangerous Enemy? Beſſdes, the then reputed 
Jews, were not Jews, any. more than the preſent; 
thoſe that were really ſo,” turned Chriſtians when 
Chriſt came, the reſt remained neither Fews nor 
Chriſtians, but worſe than the Heathens, and for 
whom it is hard to find a Name, being like Philo, 


Mongrels beyond Deſcription : Moreover the hea- 


then Books are too little underſtood to hurt Chri- 
ſtianity mich; nor will they ever be better un- 
derſtood, till the Bible be better explained, and 
hen it will be ſeen that all their Religion, Cu- 
— s, Sc. were only Traditions received from 
Revelation, but abuſed and mixed with their own 
Inventions; and till then it will not add much to 
the Credit or Advantage of Chriſtians to ſtudy 
them; nor could I ever ſee the Uſe of reading 


5 * 


Books in our Divinity-Schools wrote by Heathens, 
ſome of them baniſhed the Empire by a heathen 
Emperor for the Debauchery they er as was 

vid; e Books 
of Apoſtates and Heathens for Proof or Expla- 
nations of Chriſtianity, is nearly parallel to our 
ſending, to France or Spain in the preſent. JunQure 
for Counſellors to conſtrue our Law, relating to 
Rebellion and Treaſon: And how the Promoter of 
ſuch a Project ought to be treated, I ſhall leave 
my Reader to judge; this is all the ' Anſwer 1 
think the precious Paragraph under Conſiderationi 
deſerves at preſent ; perhaps I may. hereafter ani 
madvert the reſt of them more particularly, for in- 
deed they are very wonderful. oO 
I ſaid before, my Rabbi begun at the wrong end 
of his Learning; 1 now ſuſpect he has committed 
Ky 3 ECT : | 49 | E N the 
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the fame Miſtake in his S udy; he has been reading 
tlie moſt ancient Writings of the Jes to explain 

the Bible; whereas, the Way is to read and under- 
Rand the Bible to explain them, A very great Au- 
thor ſays, “ J bring not in any one's Opinion to 
te confirm the Scripture, nor do I value any one's 
e Opinion which oppoſes it; tis delow me to 
te make any ſuch Compariſon; 1 had made a vaſt 
e Collection concerning Things of this Nature from 
ce human Writings, and thought I ſhould have had 
te great Service ffotm them, but am pleaſingly diſ- 
#6 appointed, in finding that the Scripture will ex- 
* plain the ancient human Writings, but needs not 


« them to explain it.“ 5 N 
The Truth of this appears in Proportion to a 
Man's underſtanding the Scripture; and I fear, yea 
I know, he will make but a very bad Expoſitor, 
ro whom it appears not at all. If my Reader cen- 
fures me for my Severity above, let him conſider 
that Chriſtianity appears to me true, upon Evidence 
as 7nconteſtable, as that of my own Exiſtence : That 
F have ſtrong Proof, great Certainty that the Talmud 
was wrote in Oppofition tò it, and to deprive Man- 
kind of the Benefits of it, and to deſtroy its Evi- 
dence, Since therefore Things appear thus to me 

upon the fulleſt Evidence, and. {ince the Talmud 
andthe reſt of the Rabbinical Writings mult appear 

thus upon the faireſt Examination; and ſince it is 
Hard, if not impoſſible to find one good Thing in 
them; is it poſſible to treat ſuch a Heap of ſalani- 
cal Blaſphemies, &c, or ſuch as through Ignorance 
or Deſign, would perſwade Mankind into an Ap- 
probation of them, with too much Contempt? 1 
think not; and I flatter myſelf, ſuch Readers as ſee 
5 the Medium that I do, will think fo too; and 
if they do, the reſt may treat me as a Bigot, or a 
Madman, or what they pleaſe; 1 promiſe them a 
ne n ee eee nenn Ns 
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large Portion of m my Pity, without any of my An: 
ger; for nothing but that ardent Love which 1 


5 bear to all Mankind, that ſincere Wiſh for their 


Happineſs here and hereafter, has made me thus 
far endeavour to prevent their dancing any longer 
after an ignis fatuus. 

I intended at firſt, only to have conſidered the 
general Purport of Mr. Gil's Preface, without 
touching on any Particular in it; but there is ſome- 
thing ſo ſtriking in Page the oth, that I could not 
let it paſs: He tells us there, that Maimonides abridged 
the whole Talmud in a Work of his, calPd Tad 
Ebazaka, written in pure Hebrew. This is wonder- | 
ful indeed! but I doubt the Truth of it. What 
a Book written ſince the Talmud in pure Hebrew |. 
I know not what Authority my Author has to ſup- 
port him in this, nor am I at all ſollicitous about 
that; be it as it will, I will venture to ſay there is 
not one ſingle Line 'of pure Hebrew in the whole. 
World, but in the Bible. Beſides, Maimonides being, 
a mercenary Fellow, and not to be truſted as an 
Author, he could not write, nor did he underſtand 
pure Hebrew; ſure my Author does not miſtake, 
and think a Language, written in Hebrew Letters, 
muſt therefore be Hebrew ; and yet if he did, his 
Miſtake would not be more groſs, than to think. A 
Book fo late as Maimonides lived, could be written 
in pure Hebrew. If this Aſſertio be not a ſlip. 
owing to his not attending cloſely to what he wrote, 
and ſo to be put among the Number of his Heep 
Pages; it is an ample Specimen of his want of Un- 
derſtanding in that Language, which he values 
himſelf for his imaginary Skill in. Had Mr. Gil 
underſtood the real Difference' betwegn the Hebrew 
from whence 
the Ideas in it are taken, —and how diverſified ;—- 
that it will admit of no arbitrary — 

Ke 


mm 


like other Languages; — that there is no Haranguing 


in it, —not quibbling about it, when underſtood; 


that the Ideas to its Words are founded on, and as 

fixt as the Laws of the natural World ;—he would 

never have truſted ſuch a Paragraph to Paper. 
There is ſomething very extraordinary in Page 5, 


where he aſſerts that Judaiſm, properly ſo called, 


was a peculiar Religion diſtinct from Chriſtianity , 
but not contrary to it, —was in Being, and full 
Force in Chriſt's Time, though near its end; and 
was aboliſhed in the Time of the Apoltles, and 
Chriſtianity eſtabliſhed by them. 


With my Author's Leave, Judaiſin, properly ſo 


calPd, was fo far from being a peculiar and diſtinct 


Religion from Chriſtianify, that it and Chriſtianity 


were always the ſame Thing, be very ſame Reli- 
gion; it was ſo far from being eſtabliſhed by the 


Apoltles, that they had no Hand in it at all; they, 


were born near 4000 Years too late; for it was 


eſtabliſhed, founded by the Elahim,—and revealed 


with all its Doctrines and Appurtenances in Eden, 
to our Father Adam, — clearly exhibited to him by 
Hieroglyphicks, Emblems, Fc. clearer than to us 


by Words; and I think was better underſtood * 


in the patriarchal Age, than in the preſent: So 


that Mr. GilPs Judaiſm, properly ſo called, is 


Chriſtianity properly to called ; that is to ſay, the 
Doctrine of a Triune Object of Worſhip, with Evi- 
dence for the ſame ; ſuch Evidence, as I doubt our 
Author is a ſtranger to. The Doctrine of the In- 


carnation, the Sacrifice of Chriſt, the Reſurrection, 
the Neceſſity of divine Grace, and Power to recover 
the fallen Creature, Sc. The whole Plan was thus 
revealed,---the whole Frame of Worſhip fix d,. — 
and nothing more done at the Incarnation,---than 
the Deſign executed, and the external Mode of 


| Watſhip changed. | 
1 8 Thes 


V 

Then arid there; viz: in Eden; it Was; that that 
Life and Immortality was clearly exhibited, which 
was afterwards manifeſted by Chriſt's coming 
and appearing in the Fleſh; ſo that dating Chriſtia- 
nity from the ZEra of the Incarnation, is dating it 
far ſhort of its true Origin ; and I might here with 
Propriety ſay to our Author. Art thou a Maſter in 
Iſrael; and knoweſt not theſe Things? The ample 
Proof of them cannot be brought within the Li- 
mits of my Pamphlet: Such as want Satisfaction 
about them may find it; by conſulting the Learned 
Mr. Fohn Hutcheſon's Works, to which I refer them 
without fear of their being diſappointed, while I 
fay a few Things to our Author. 207 
I know not; Sir, what you will think of my Way 
of treating your beloved Book the Talmud, &c. un 


the Integrity of my Heart I have done it, without 
778 the leaſt Spite of Prejudice againſt you. I wiſh you. 
Grace, Health and Salvation; and God ſpeed in 


_every.good Work,; but I cannot look on your Com- 


ment any more than your Preface in that Light; 
tor, beſides its carrying a Reproach on the New. 
Teſtament; to ſuppoſe it needs three Folio's to ex- 
plain it; I fear we ſhall need three more to explain 


yours. 


ſtrator of Baptiſm, and inſinuate that he made, or 
inſtituted that Ordinance; and firſt practiſed it; which 


is not true: Vet on Matth. xxv. 15. you produce 
Authorities to prove it in Uſe among the Jes, and 


that their Mothers and Proſelytes were dipt: You in- 
deed put your Reader off here, by telling him, That 


it appears that this Affair was moved after our Lord's 
Time, was not a ſettled Point, till a good while 
after, and is a Cuſtom, that has prevailed ſince the 


Feivs Were drove out of their own Land; though 
they pretend to ſay; (that is, they do ſay) it was an 


ancient: 


On Matth. iii. 1. you make John the firſt Admi- 


25 3 


„„ 
ancient Practice of their Fathers, of which, you 
ſay, they can give no ſufficient Proof; nor can the 
dipping of Proſelytes by the Jews, be what Chri- 
ſtian Baptiſm takes its riſe from, or in any Reſpect 
be modelled according to it; between which, in 
many Things, there is a wide Difference.“ 
Theſe two Paſſages need a farther Comment; I 
leave them for the preſent, perhaps you will think 
a little more about them; the Hope of this only, 
prevents my treating them with great Severity 
now. | 
Markiii. 19, 20. reads thus, Kal toy0v7m: tis oixov, 
and they come into an Houſe, Kai ouvepyerau me 
Aww 0A0s, and the Multitude comes together again, 
| Pr jen qu Fai cure; ure r Oayew., So that 
iſ, it wwas impoſſible for them even to eat Bread. Kat 
aXETRY 5 o Trp auTE, and they hearing who were 
with him, e CNN Eg , a eurov they went out 
to reſtrain it; EN /o for they ſaid, a]: eu. 
1 That it is tumultuous. That thus it reads, I think 
| you will not deny; then to what Purpoſe are all 
the idle Things you have ſaid in your Comment 
ON it. | | | 
I might proceed I have ample Matter, for your 
Book is before me ; nothing hinders me, but the 
fear of writing one as large, and the Conſideration, 
that a Man may be a Chriſtian without reading, and 
a Commentator, without writing a Folio: If any 
Thing has render'd ſuch Volumes neceſſary, it is the 
Rubbiſh the Rabbies have thrown in our Way. 
I have not read many Hours in your Book; you 
have diſcouraged me, It now lies open at the Story 
of the good Samaritan; and I am ſorry, and a- 
| ſhamed of the whimfical Account you give of it; 
I am the more ſo, becauſe you wrong „ 
| F 1 


rr 
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of that Account, by not gracing your Margin with 


his Name. Poor Jacob Bebmen! What has thou 
done, that thy Name muſt lie in Oblivion, and ſuch 
Wretches as the Rabbies, be preferred before thee ? 
But here I take my Leave of them, till you anſwer 
the following Queries ; a long Leave I fear. 

Query 1. Whether we may not in our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances be aſcertained, have abſolute Certainty; 
whether God has revealed himſelf to the World or 
not? If we cannot; are we not gueſſing at Things 
only? If we can; may we not with equal Certainty, 
know whether the Book, we call the Bible, contains 
this Revelation or not ? 

Query 2. Whether in order to this Certainty, 
and before we attempt to explain this Book to 
others, it be not indiſpenſably neceſſary that we 
take nothing for granted, and underſtand it our- 
ſelves; at leaſt, in its firſt general, and leading 
Principles, on which all the reſt depends? ? 

Query 3. Whether when this Book is underſtood, 
it will not be found upon the niceſt Experiments, 
and Examination, ſo to agree with God's Works, 
that they will bear Witneſs to its Divinity? And 


will not they, God's Word, and his Works mutually 


explain each other? 

Query 4. Whether Moſes wrote ad Captum buma- 
num, according to common Appearance, or to ſtrict 
Philoſophical Truth ? If the firſt ; whether he has 
not deceived us, and rendered himſelf unworthy of 
Credit? and is it not in our Power to detef him? 
if the ſecond; is he generally underſtood? And how 
is he to be underſtood ? 

Query 53. Whether, to the underſtanding Moſes, 
it be not neceſſary to underſtand his firſt Principles, 
in the firſt Chapter of Gen.? hat is meant there by 


yy Spirit, Light 1 Expanſion ? and that 


We 


(37) 
we know what the firſt is, how the ſecond moves, 
what the third does, and by the joint Power of 
what Agents the fourth is produced to this Mo- 
ment before our N in all n aud artificial 
Operations? 

Query 6. Whether it be poſſible to have any 
Ideas of God, Eternity, &c. or any Thing Spiri- 
| tual, but what are taken from natural, or ſenſible 
Objects ? If it be, what is the Meaning of Rom. i. 
20! 

Query 7. Whether the Power annexed to Letters, 
be an on of Men, or a Revelation from God? 


and whether Letters were known before Moſes was 


in the Mount? if they were; by whom ? If not; 
how was Revelation conveyed to Men, and Memo- 
rials of Things handed down? 
| IJ ery 8. Whether Adam had a Revelation before 
the Fall? If he had; how was it made to him, and 
what was it a Revelation of ? Was it not made by 
.natural Emblems, ſubſtituted by the divineWiſdom, 
vith Aptitude and Propriety to convey Inſtructions 
to him? If ſo; what were thoſe Emblems? Was it 
not a Revelation to direct his Reaſon, to prevent his 
Imagination? Was it not a Revelation of his Duty, 
of a future State, of the Motions, Powers, and 
emblematical Conditions of the Heavens; that he 
might have a Clue to direct him, in conceiving of 
God 2 the Spiritual World? 

9. Whether Adam was put into the Gar- 


den © keep God's Law, -and obſerve the Emblems, 


the Revelation, &c. or to dreſs and prunethe Garden? 
If the latter; where got he pruning Hooks? 
Query 10. Whether thet Revelation, and this af- 
ter the Fall, were internal or external? If internal; 
how long did this continue, and when did the ex- 
(ru begin ? 2 external; Was it not before the 
. 2 Fall, 
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Gardens, &c. 


. 


Fall, as above, by natural Emblems, Models of the 


And after the Fall, were not the 
Purpoſes of Grace exhibited, inter alia, by the ſuper- 
natural Emblem of the Cherubim? And was not Adam 
directed by the immediate Inſpiration of Cod to un- 
derſtand it? Was this then an . igure of 
Birds and Boys, of Flame and Sword, to keep Adam 
from the Tree of Life, from uſing the Means of 
eternal Life? Or was it not rather an Exhibition di- 
recting him and his Poſterity to Chriſt, the true 
Tree of Life? | 4 Sos 
Not with a leaſt he ſhould approach, but with a 
peradventure he will? Is not the Bible, and are not 
the Heathen Books fill'd with Deſcriptions of what 
was ſhadowed by this Hieroglyphick? And is. it 
not plain enough to this Day, to correct ſome Abuſes 
crept into our Divinity ? | N 
Query 11. Whether the Revelation made to Adam 
after his Fall, was not a Revelation of- Chriſtianity 
in all its Branches and Ordinances? If not; wherein 
was it deficient ? If it was; was not Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper contained in that Revelation? 
Wer 12, Whether Revelation is to be try d by 


| Realon; or Reaſon by Revelation? If the firſt; is 


not Reaſon ſuperior to it, and ſo a ſufficient Guide 
to us? If the laſt ; what will become of all our dear 
Gueſling, and our fantaſtical Conſtructions, 2 Cor. 
X. 15. ERC: oo Rf = 

_ Query 13. Whether the various Hebrew Names 
God has been pleaſed to reveal himſelf by, e. g. Je- 
bovab Elabim, El, Eloab, Shagai, Adonai, &c. 


were not each of them deſign'd to convey diſtinct 
Ideas of God to us? 1 VT, 
Query 14. Whether Lord be a Tranſlation of 
N And whether the ſingular Name God 


a Tranſlation of the plural Noun Elabim ? 


* 


5 


( 39 ) 
It would be very kind, Sir, to attempt a Solution 
of theſe Queries; and if you find them too crabbed, 
it would be Kinder ſtill, . to lay aſide your Pen, and 
not think of being a-Commentator, till you can. 
Whenever you ſet about it, you muſt undergo an 
Amputation, you muſt part with your Rabbimcal, 
Learning; for neither that, nor your Claſſicłs, nor 
your Metaphy/itks will do here; nor any Thing but. 
pure Hebrew, not ſuch as Maimonides wrote; and. 
pure Philoſophy, not ſuch as the Schools teach. 
I ſuppoſe, by this Time, you have ſome Queries 
for me, I expect the firſt will be, whether a Fool 
has not aſked more Queſtions than a wiſe Man. 
can anſwer? To which I reply, no: For when. 
| you want, indeed, to be ſatisfied in theſe Points 
will direct you to wiſe Men, who will give it 
you. N | 1 
The ſecond Query will naturally be, what Con- 
nection theſe Things have with your Comment? 
Truly, not much, I confeſs; the Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe you ſo often follow your blind Guides, and 
give us every Senſe of the Text, but the true one: 
Whereas, the Tendency of theſe Things, 1s to neg- 
left every Senſe but the true one; and till that can 
be come at, to ſay nothing. „„ 

If I am now told, I am wounding the Hearts, 
and weakening the Hands of God's People, by 
thus blaming the Tranſlation, and our Comments. 
on it; God forbid. I would be thankful. for 
the Tranſlation we have, and hope the Tranllators. 
did the beſt they could: I have always declared, 
and do declare, that wherever the Tranſlation is. 
deficient, it is to the Prejudice of the Goſpel; and 
that wherever it is liable to Amendment, ſuch A- 
mendment will always be in Favour of Chriſtianity, 
and clearly ſpeaks Salvation by the Blood of 8 
Li MES * | | one, 


640) 
alone; inſomuch, that I always ſuſpected the Under - 
ſtanding or Integrity of the Man of Learning; if 
he preach'd any other Doctrine. 5 

I ſuppoſe it will be ſaid I have aſſerted a great 
many Things, but not proved them: It is true, 
(yet I think I have proved the Talmud not fit for a 
Chriſtian's reading) but can any candid Reader ex- 
pect Proof in 43 Pages? Why are they aſſerted 
then? Why ? Becauſe they are true, and capable 
of being made appear ſo. And if Mr. Gill, or his 
Allies think otherwiſe z when they have ſhewn the 

World their Reaſons for it, (beſides having already 
told them where thoſe Aſſertions are proved, and how 
they are to be proved) I will endeavour to ſet the 
Proof of them before their Eyes ; and till then, any 
Book of Aphoriſms will ferve their Turn very 
well. | — 


T0 d CREED. 


THE Reader may find a more ample Account 

| of the Talmud, in an Anſwer to' the Obſer- 
- vations on a Sermon, preached before the 
Corporation of Briſtol, by the Rev. Mr. Catcott, 
publiſhed 1737. The Pamphlet is now out of 
Print; fo I never ſaw it, till my own had nearly 
paſs' d the Preſs, but as I find in it another Cluſter 
of the delicate Grapes of the Talmud, I cannot 
think of parting with my Reader, till I have given 
him a further T aſte, Page 12. They ſay, God 
e made and deſtroyed ſeveral Worlds, before he 
had acquired Skill enough to finiſh one ſo com- 
pleatly as he did the preſent ; that upon a Com- 
3 7 66 plaint 


"tm ) 


. plaint of the Moon, of being made only a little 
Light, he offered a Goat for a Propitiation for 
* himſelf ; that he ſpends three Hours a Day in 
reading the Law, that Moſes being admitted into 
his Preſence, found him putting Accents to it; 
&© that he puts on the Tephilim Tſitſith, (Scraps of 
Parchment, and a Border with four Toſſels, round a 
ſquare Piece of Cloth which the Jews wear, when 
they pray; and pray; that he weeps and knocks 
ec his Breaſt for the Deſtruction of Feru/alem; that 
e at hearing a Diſcourſe between two Rabbies, he 


3 
"WW 


c broke out into a profuſe Laughter, and cry*'d_ 


& twice, my Sons have conquered me. 1 ſhall not 
« chuſe to inſert any of. their outrageous Blaſphe- 
c mies againſt Chriſt, the Curſes and ſcurrilous Lan- 
t guage which they beſtow on Chriſtians, and their 
«© wicked Fooleries about the good and bad Angels. 
* They affirm that Adam was an Hermaphrodite, 
<< that he committed Carnality with all the Animals 
of the Earth, but found none to fatisfy him but 
« Eve; that Eve forced him to eat of the forbidden 
% Fruit, by Blows with a Cudgel. Abraham was 
impotent, jealous of Sarah, and ſhut her up in 
au Cheſt, but the Cuſtom-Houſe Officers diſco- 
« yered her. The three hundred and fourteen 
* whom he armed were Rabbies, whom he forced 
from their Studies to the War. Moſes ſacrificed 
his Son to Idols; his Deſign in bringing the Peo- 
« ple out of Egypt, was to ſettle the Government 
„in his own Family: He was ignorant, revenge- 
ful, and as great a Sinner as any of thoſe, whoſe 
_ «© Wickedneſs brought the Deluge on the Earth. 
«* David came into the World circumciſed , till the 
Age of fourteen was without a Soul; became a 
«* Leper for fix Months, (during which Time the 
+ Deity forſook him) a Magician and Idolater; the 
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Pay on which he knew he was to die, he apply'd- 
* himſelf inceſſantly to read the Law, that the 


Devil might have no Advantage over him; but 


towards Evening, the Devil beat down ſome 


< Pears from a Tree, which the King could ſee 
from his Chamber; David being off his Guard, 
went haſtily to deſcend by a Ladder, but at that 


e inſtant the Devil took it away, and he fell and 


broke his Neck. The other great Men of their 


<< Nation find no better Uſage from the Talmudic 


< Doctors.—As for Rome, it is ſituated on the 
Banks of the Sea; it is guarded on one fide with 
« high Mountains, and on the other with an Iron 
Wall; it has 365 Streets, in each Street are 265 
< Palaces; to each Palace there is an aſcent of 365 
Steps, each of which is adorned with precious 
Stones, enough to purchaſe the whole World. 
% Onkelos, who wrote the Chaldee Paraphraſe, was 
< Siſter's Son to Titus Veſpatian. Titus lay with a 
common Proftitute, in the Holy Place on the 
&*© Book of the Law; being in a Storm in his Way 
< home to Rome, he challenged God to fight him 
„at Land: As ſoon as he got aſhore, a Fly (by 
God's Order entered into his Brain, through his 

« Noftrils, and gnaw'd it ſeven Years after his 
< Death : His Skull being opened, it was found 
<< there grown as big as a Pidgeon, weighing two 
Pounds; its Mouth Copper, and its Feet Iron. 
LO To ſhew their trifling, a few Deciſions 
about the Obſervations of the Sabbath may ſut- 
* fice. A Taylor may not on that Day wear a 
<< needle ſticking on his Clothes, left he ſhould 
<« ſeem to carry a Weapon. A Man may not rub 

*«< the Dirt off his Shoes, for fear he ſhould ſeem to 
<« fill up a Ditch, but on the Wall he may: If any 

one throws Grain to Fowls, no more muſt be 
: = given 


(4 
et given them, than they eat that Day; for ſhould 
** any of it grow, the Perſon would be guilty of 
<« an unexpiable Sin, viz. of ſowing of Corn on 
« the Sabbath Day : A Flea as he runs along, 
“ muſt not be caught; if he ſtops to bite he may, 
+ but he muſt not be cracked; a Louſe may ſuffer 
« Death: There are ſharp Diſputes among the 
« Doctors, on this laſt Queſtion." And as it is a 
Queſtion of nearly as great Importance as any 
in the Talmud, and atterided with as great Con- 
ſequences, I ſhall not dare to intermeddle any 
farther, than to recommend Mr. Gill to be Pre- 
ſident, and ſo leave it to the Rabbinical Men to 
fettle. : | 
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Pay 6n which he knew he was to die, he apply'd - 
<- himſelf inceſſantly to read the Law, that the 


„Devil might have no Advantage over him; but 
„ towards Evening, the Devil beat down ſome 
<6: Pears from a Tree, which the King could ſee 
from his Chamber; David being off his Guard, 
«© went haſtily to deſcend by a Ladder, but at that 
<« inſtant the Devil took it away, and he fell and 
broke his Neck. The other great Men of their 


Nation find no better Uſage from the Talmudic 


<©« Doctors.—As for Rome, it is ſituated on the 
«© Banks of the Sea; it is guarded on one fide with 
«© high Mountains, and on the other with an Iron 
Wall; it has 365 Streets, in each Street are 365 
< Palaces; to each Palace there is an aſcent of 365 
« Steps, each of which is adorned with precious 
Stones, enough to purchaſe the whole World. 
% Onkelos, who wrote the Chaldee Paraphraſe, was 
<« Siſter's Son to Titus Veſpatian. Titus lay with a 
© common Proftitute, in the Holy Place on the 
Book of the Law; being in a Storm in his Way 
< home to Rome, he challenged God to fight him 
„at Land: As ſoon as he got aſhore, a Fly (by 
God's Order entered into his Brain, through his 


„ Noſtrils, and gnaw'd it ſeven Years after his 


„ Death: His Skull being opened, it was found 
<< there grown as big as a Pidgeon, weighing two 
Pounds; its Mouth Copper, and its Feet Iron. 
« To ſhew their trifling, a few Deciſions 
ec about the Obſervations of the Sabbath may ſut- 
* fice. A Taylor may not on that Day wear a 
* needle ſticking on his Clothes, left he ſhould 
<« ſeem to carry a Weapon. A Man may not rub 
*«< the Dirt off his Shoes, for fear he ſhould ſeem to 
ce fill up a Ditch, but on the Wall he may: If any 
* one throws Grain to Fowls, no more muſt be 

1 | „given 


(43; 
5 given them, than they eat that Day; for ſhould 
any of it grow, the Perſon would be guilty of 
<« an unexpiable Sin, vig. of ſowing of Corn on 
% the Sabbath Day: A Flea as he runs along, 
** muſt not be caught; if he ſtops to bite he x 
te but be muſt not be cracked; a Louſe may ſuffer 
«© Death: There are ſharp Diſputes among the 
« Doctors, on this laſt Queſtion." it is a 

ueſtion of nearly as great Importance as any 
in the Talmud, and attended with as great Con- 
ſequences, I ſhall not dare to intermeddle any 
farther, than to recommend Mr. Gill to be Pre- 
Do and ſo leave it to the Rabbinical Men to 
—_ | 
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2. Uſeful and important Queſtions concerning 
Jeſus, the Son of God N propoſed; with an 
humble Attempt to anſwer them according te Scrip- 
ture, with ſeveral other Enquiries of equal Mo- 
ment. To which is added, a charitable Fay on 
the true Importance of any human Schemes, to 


ſtitch'd 25: 


The Glory of Chriſt as God:Man diſplay'd 
in JS Diſcourſes, viz. . 1. A Survey of the viſi- 
ble Appearances of Chriſt, as God before his In- 
carnation. 2. An Enquiry into the extenſive Powers 
of the human Nature of Chrift in its preſent glori- 


fied State, with ſeveral Teſtimonies annex d. 3. An . 


Argument tracing out the early Exiſtence of the 


human Soul of Chrift, even * the Creation of 
hy World. Price bound 45; 


In the Prefs, and will pc abliſhed In a IN : 
Weeks, the third Edition of Diſcourſes: of the 
Love of God, and its Influence on all the Paſſiz 


